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RESPONSE AND REOUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Amendment 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 



This paper is responsive to the non-final Office Action mailed December 15, 2004. 
Claims 1-32 remain pending. 

Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for the courtesies extended to the imdersigned 
during the informal telephone interview of March 10, 2005. The undersigned advised the 
Examiner that the rejections made in the instant office action were substantially, if not wholly, 
identical to those made to the identical claims in the office action (paper no. 11) mailed January 
20, 2004. Further, applicants informed the Examiner that in response to paper no. 11, applicants 
filed a Request for Reconsideration on July 20, 2004 addressing the rejections. A copy of the 
Request for Reconsideration is attached and is herein incorporated by reference. During the 



Sir: 
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Response to 12/15/04 Office Action 

telephone conference, the Examiner indicated that a copy of the Request for Reconsideration was 

not scanned and that she did not have access to this document. 

In response to the Request For Reconsideration, the Examiner issued a non-final office 
action on August 24, 2004 (paper no. 081804) acknowledging the Request For Reconsideration, 
withdrawing the rejections made in paper no. 11, and making only an obviousness-type double 
patenting rejection. In response, applicants filed a Response to Office Action and Terminal 
Disclaimer. The Examiner replied with the instant non-final office action making the same 
rejections that were previously addressed and overcome by the Request for Reconsideration. 

In light of the above. Applicants respectfiiUy request that the Examiner fully consider the 
arguments presented in the instant Request for Reconsideration, which incorporates the previous 
Request for Reconsideration by reference. In the event that the Examiner determines that a 
Notice of Allowance is not appropriate in response to this reply and decides to issue an office 
action, applicants respectfiiUy submit that any such office action must be non-final. 
Alternatively, applicants request withdrawal of the instant office action in view of the 
aforementioned facts. 
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All of the rejections having been addressed, Applicant respectfully requests allowance of 
the present application and timely notification of the same. Should the Examiner have any 
questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the nvimber below. 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Suite 1100 

Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 824-3000 




RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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